Create your Own Watershed
Phase 1:  

1.  Obtain a foil tray and a piece of wax paper from the supplies.  

2. Crumple the wax paper and place in the foil with 2 uplifted areas in your paper.  Color the uplifted peaks (also known as divides) with a water based marker. 

3. Sprinkle the colored “sediment” on the ridges and then spray a couple squirts of water to simulate precipitation.  

Questions

1.  How many different watersheds do you see?  Micro:                       Macro:    
2. Do they all eventually go to one place?  

3. What would happen to the sediment if we had the water evaporate?  

Phase 2
Water Cycle Representations:  Identify or model each of these in your watershed.
· Aquifers
· Water Table/Groundwater

· Runoff

· Percolation

· Transpiration

Phase 3

Watershed Representations – Idendify or model each of these in your watershed
· Divides

· Runoff

· Microwatershed 

· Macrowatershed

· Point Source Pollutants
· Non-point Source Pollutants
Extensions:Watershed protection and Human Impact.
1.  A gasoline tanker truck wrecked. Make a dot with the water-based marker to represent the gasoline. Gently release 2 pipettes of water over the gas spill and observe the water flow path. What part of the watershed was impacted the most from the gasoline spill? Support your answer!

2.  Which do you think have more of an environmental threat to water quality, point or non-point source pollution?  
