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Reading Topographic Maps
*Topography is known as the change in elevation and describes the way the land lays.  Topo maps typically display the gradient of the land as concentric contour lines which can be easily followed. They label structures, buildings, railways, and other features of interest. 
Name: _______________________________________  Class: _______

Using the designated topographic maps, answer the following questions.  

1.  What is the scale of the map?

2.  What is the date the map was printed? 
3.  Can you find the legend?  List the items.

4. Identify county lines, 5 major roads, and 5 bodies of water.  

5.  What is the contour interval? 

6.  What is the highest elevation? 

7.  What is the lowest elevation? 

8.  What elevation do you notice lakes and rivers?
9. Find the topo map that is describes where you live in the county and locate an approximate location for your home.  
a. What is your elevation? 

b. Closest Creek?  (MicroWatershed)

c. Closest river?  (MacroWatershed)

